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Creationists disagree on the extent of Noah's Flood. The main reason young-earth creationists 
insist the Flood was a global event is their model demands it. The Flood is the mechanism they 
use to explain the earth's geological features. Rather than forming over millions or billions of 
years as most scientists believe, young-earth creationists maintain the earth's features are the 
result of global floodwaters and processes that accompanied the Flood, like erosion, volcanism 
and tectonics.1 They also attribute the majority of the fossil record, virtually everything below 
the Tertiary strata, to the Flood.2 

One problem for the global-Flood view is explaining how the earth was repopulated with land 
animals after the Flood. Young-earth creationists who recognize the problem of fitting all the 
land animals on the ark now conclude Noah only took pairs of the Genesis "kinds." These, they 
say, were the ancestral seeds God provided to repopulate the world. As the "kinds" left the ark, 
they gave rise to the many different species on Earth today. For example, horses, zebras and 
donkeys descended from an equine "kind," dogs, wolves, coyotes and jackals from a canine 
"kind," and cattle, bison and water buffalos from a cattle "kind."3 

If true, the amount of post-Flood speciation must have been staggering. Young-earth creationists 
estimate Noah took 8,000 to 20,000 species on the ark. They also say a significant number of 
these species went extinct shortly after the Flood.4,5 Based on their dating method, 
approximately 7 million species have existed since the Flood-about 2 million have gone extinct 
and 5 million are alive today. Therefore, nearly 7 million species must have arisen from far less 
than 20,000 species in a time frame of a few hundred years.6 

How could new species have appeared so fast? Young-earth creationists say the "kinds" on the 
ark had a built-in capacity for change.7 Within each "kind" was created a rich genetic coding that 
permitted them to shift their major characteristics to adapt to a wide range of post-Flood 
environments.8 They say this genetic system would have generated new species rather quickly 
because the changes occurred through recombination of existing genes in the rich genomes of the 
"kinds," not mutations as evolution requires.9 

According to the young-earth model, this rapid speciation was triggered by environmental 
pressure working on small, isolated populations. After the Flood, the earth experienced several 
hundred years of residual catastrophism.10 As the animals left the ark, small groups became 
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